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PREPARE Pray for the Holy Spirit’s guidance as you read and study God’s word. 
Read the verses slowly in your favorite translation. Record your insights and answers to 
the following questions.  

• In your experience, is biblical obedience liberating or oppressive? If liberating, how 
would you explain this to a non-believer? If oppressive, why and how?   

• Read verses 3-6 and think about your life. Would Jesus say you know Him? Why or 
why not?  

• What does it mean to walk just as Jesus walked? What does this look like? When 
you walk this way how can it edify a fellow believer? How can it help you bear 
witness to someone who doesn’t know Jesus? 

• How is the command to love one another both old and new? Find a scripture 
reference of the “old” and another of the “new” to support your answer. 

• What is agape love? How does Jesus exemplify it? In what way is He the perfect 
example of how love for God should compel love for others?  

• Is it possible to biblically love others without a biblical love for God? How did John 
address this in our passage?  

• What is hate? Why does John associate the concepts “darkness” and “blindness” 
with hate? What does hatred say about our spiritual state? Why is hatred contrary to 
love for God?  

• Where are you most inclined to choose hatred and darkness, even in subtle or 
subversive ways? How can your relationship with God and other believers 
strengthen you against the temptation to choose hatred and darkness? 

• Use words to describe or draw a diagram to show the connections between 
knowing God, obeying God, loving, God, loving others and confidence in a 
relationship with God.   

GO DEEPER Pray for the Holy Spirit to take you deeper into the lesson. 
Meditate on and memorize 1 John 2:9-10. Make a list of people you struggle to love. 
Confess your sin as led by the Spirit. Ask God to help you love the people on your list 
and others in a way that reveals your knowledge of and love for God. 


